PRESS RELEASE
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THE NCRI PARTNERSHIP LAUNCHES NEW FIVE-YEAR STRATEGY TO
ACCELERATE PROGRESS IN CANCER RESEARCH
The National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) launches its new five-year
strategy today (Tuesday) to accelerate progress in cancer research through
collaboration.
The strategy will help cancer research funders to maximise opportunities to
improve the health and quality of life of people who have had, or may one
day develop, cancer. It will also ensure research continues to drive
improvements in prevention, treatment, and patient care and support.
Cancer survival rates have doubled in the last 40 years* and research has
been central to this success. However, many challenges lay ahead that are
too vast for one organisation to tackle alone. The NCRI Partnership will work
together to achieve four goals: to accelerate the translation of cancer
research into clinical practice, to improve the quality and relevance of
research related to cancer, to address major opportunities and challenges in
cancer research and to ensure a coordinated portfolio of cancer research in
the UK.
Around 2.5 million people are living with, or have experienced, cancer across
the UK and this number is expected to rise to around 4 million by 2030** as
the population ages and research develops better treatments to help more
people live longer with and beyond cancer.
Karen Kennedy, Director of the NCRI, said: “There has never been a more
urgent need for collaboration to fund research that addresses the complex
needs of cancer patients at every stage of their journey through and beyond
cancer. Research is making life-changing advances in cancer treatments, but
the long-term effects of cancer can have a far-reaching impact, affecting
people’s health and quality of life.”
The NCRI Partnership enables collaboration between 19 of the biggest
funders of cancer research from the UK’s charity and government sectors. It
facilitates more than 250 meetings per year, to bring together the right
clinicians, scientists, research nurses, patient experts and other specialists
to tackle the big issues facing cancer research.
Its activities include co-ordinating a Clinical Trials Unit Group, where trial
specialists collaborate to identify needs common to all cancer clinical trials,
and its Clinical Studies Groups - a series of advisory groups spanning all
cancer types that bring together UK experts to accelerate research to
improve cancer treatments, and help those affected by cancer to live well.
One of the NCRI’s strategic goals is to seize opportunities and address
challenges in cancer-related research, and as part of this it will encourage
research that meets the needs of people living with and beyond cancer. In
partnership with the James Lind Alliance, its new initiative in ‘Living with and
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Beyond Cancer’ will mean people affected by cancer and clinical health care
professionals can pose the questions they feel are unanswered about living
with or beyond cancer, so they can be addressed through research. People
affected by cancer and health care professionals will work together to
prioritise the questions in to a top-ten. The NCRI will also be working with
researchers to help ensure research proposals to address the top-ten
questions are successfully funded.
It’s through this kind of collaboration that NCRI will help improve the health
and quality of life of cancer patients and the wider public.
Baroness Delyth Morgan, chair of the NCRI, said: “Collaboration is at the
centre of the NCRI’s new strategy, ensuring patients, health care
professionals and researchers all have a voice. Working together will ensure
the cancer research community overcomes the enormous challenges facing
them in this uncertain political and economic environment.”
The NCRI partnership was set up to facilitate collaboration between cancer
research funders and to address gaps and challenges in research that
wouldn’t be possible for one organisation to tackle alone. It comprises 19
key funders in cancer research across the four UK nations which, collectively,
have spent more than £6 billion pounds on cancer research since the
partnership was established in 2001.
ENDS
For media enquiries please contact the press office on
+44 (0)20 3469 8300 or, out of hours,
the duty press officer on +44 (0)7050 264 059

Notes to editor:
* Cancer Research UK, www.cancerresearchuk.org/healthprofessional/cancer-statistics/survival, Accessed April 2017
** Maddams J, Utley M, Møller H. Projections of cancer prevalence in
the United Kingdom, 2010-2040. Br J Cancer 2012; 107: 1195-1202
The NCRI Partnership strategy
‘Accelerating cancer research: A strategy for collaboration between
cancer research funders in the UK (2017-22)’ outlines four strategic
goals that will:
•
•
•
•

Ensure a coordinated portfolio of research related to cancer
Seize opportunities and address challenges in research
relevant to cancer
Continuously improve the quality and relevance of research
related to cancer
Accelerate the translation of cancer-related research into
practice

The strategy can be downloaded from http://www.ncri.org.uk
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About the NCRI
The National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) is a UK-wide partnership
of cancer research funders, established in 2001. Its 19 member
organisations have together spent over £6 billion on cancer research
since 2002. NCRI Partners work together to accelerate progress in
cancer-related research through collaboration, to improve health and
quality of life. NCRI works to coordinate research related to cancer, to
improve the quality and relevance of the research and to accelerate
translation of the research into clinical practice for the benefit of
patients and the wider public.
NCRI Partners are: Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research
Council; Bloodwise; Breast Cancer Now; Cancer Research UK; Children
with Cancer UK, Department of Health; Economic and Social Research
Council (ESRC); Macmillan Cancer Support; Marie Curie; Medical
Research Council (MRC); Northern Ireland Health and Social Care Public
Health Agency (Research & Development Department); Pancreatic
Cancer Research Fund; Prostate Cancer UK; Roy Castle Lung Cancer
Foundation; Scottish Government Health Directorates (Chief Scientist
Office); Tenovus Cancer Care; The Wellcome Trust; Welsh Assembly
Government (Health and Care Research Wales); and Worldwide Cancer
Research.
For more information visit www.ncri.org.uk
NCRI’s Living With and Beyond Cancer research initiative
The NCRI has established that undefined research priorities are
preventing research in the field of living with and beyond cancer. The
NCRI has, therefore, launched an 18 month initiative which will help
identify research priorities, and will work with researchers to build high
quality research proposals to address these priorities.
For further details of the Living with and beyond cancer initiative, visit
http://www.ncri.org.uk/lwbc/
The James Lind Alliance (JLA)
The James Lind Alliance (JLA) is a non-profit making initiative
established in 2004. It brings patients, carers and clinicians together in
Priority Setting Partnerships (PSPs) to identify and prioritise the Top 10
uncertainties, or unanswered questions, about the effects of
treatments. The aim is to make sure that health research funders are
aware of the issues that matter most to patients and clinicians.
For more information on the James Lind Alliance visit
http://www.jla.nihr.ac.uk/
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