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NCRI Partners 
NCRI is a UK-wide partnership between research funders working together to maximise the 

value and benefits of cancer research for the benefit of patients and the public. A key strength of 
the NCRI is our broad membership with representation across both charity and government 

funders as well as across all four nations in the United Kingdom. 
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NCRI Sarcoma Group 

Annual Report 2020-21 
 
 

1. Top achievements in the reporting year (up to three) 

 
Achievement 1 
 
EE2012 – closed May 2020, presented in 2020 at ASCO and has established the 
international standard chemotherapy in new Ewing Sarcoma (ES) with the 
experimental; VDC/IE arm. Building on these results the INTER EWING-1 study was 
developed and is in the final stage of funding application by CRUK. 
 
Achievement 2 
 
rEECur-further presentation at ASCO 2020 and dropping of 2 further arms – IT 
(Irinotecan and Temozolomide) and TC (Topotecan and Cyclophosphamide) and the 
introduction of a third arm carboplatin etoposide. A phase Ib study has been developed 
for the addition of lenvatinib to the relapsed arms to develop a further new arm for 
rEECur. Funding has been continued in March 2021 by CRUK. 

 
Achievement 3 
 
FaR-RMS: An overarching study for children and adults with localised and metastatic 
Frontline and Relapsed Rhabdomyosarcoma. This study opened in September 2020 
and is currently open to recruitment across the UK, Europe, Israel and Australasia, with 
around 40 patients so far. 
 

 
 

2. Structure of the Group 

The membership of the Sarcoma Group continues to evolve every year. The main Sarcoma 
Group now consists of 4 clinical oncologists, 1 surgeon, 5 medical oncologists, 3 paediatric 
oncologists, 4 consumer representatives, 2 pathologists, 2 scientists, 2 trainee representatives 
(translational science research fellow and trainee orthopaedic surgeon), a medical physicist 
and a statistician from a wide geographical distribution throughout the UK. The diversity of 
membership is also represented within the YOSS, Bone, and Soft Tissue Sarcoma (STS) 
Subgroups.  
 
Jonathan Gregory (orthopaedic surgeon), and Philip Green (Consumer representative) both 
rotated off the Group within the reporting year. The Group welcomed two new Consumers, 
Tara Boyle and Linda Galbraith in February 2021.  
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3. Sarcoma Group & Subgroup strategies  

Sarcoma Group.  
 
Priorities: 
 
Increase the number of trials available for sarcoma patients in the UK especially in soft 
tissue sarcomas (STS)  

For sarcoma in the last year several new studies have opened or continue to recruit despite 
COVID-19, though many are sponsored by Pharma but do allow access to new targeted drugs or 
therapies. They include trial of Sunitinib Plus Nivolumab after standard treatment in Advanced 
Soft Tissue and Bone Sarcomas (ImmunoSarc), and Tazemetostat in Combination With 
Doxorubicin as Frontline Therapy for Advanced Epithelioid Sarcoma. 

An important study, again sponsored by Pharma, that has opened in the UK is a Study to 
Compare the Efficacy and Safety of Ifosfamide and Etoposide with or without Lenvatinib in 
Children, Adolescents and Young Adults With Relapsed and Refractory Osteosarcoma. This 
follows a successful phase Ib study and allows a truly novel targeted therapy in Osteosarcoma for 
the first time.  

While sarcomas are rare, an orphan tumour among these – Desmoids- has had very little in the 
way of therapeutic trials. Again, a novel therapy Nirogacestat is being assessed as first line 
therapy and opened during 2020-2021.  

STRASS II - an EORTC randomized phase III study of neoadjuvant chemotherapy followed by 
surgery versus surgery alone for patients with high Risk Retroperitoneal Sarcoma has secured 
funding and has opened in the UK. The study is sponsored and coordinated by EORTC, and 
follows the successful STRASS I. It will also feed into the CRUK International Accelerator grant 
study for STS at ICR (PIs Prof Robin Jones and Dr Paul Huang) 

A further STS study in development over the last year and about to open at the RMH is the 
EORTC 1976-Tolerance study entitled “A 3 arm randomized study on health-related quality of life 
(HRQoL) of elderly patients with advanced soft tissue sarcoma undergoing doxorubicin alone 
three weekly or doxorubicin weekly or cyclophosphamide plus prednisolone treatment”. This is 
an important study recognising the needs of the elderly with STS and has HRQoL as its primary 
endpoint   

Development of an STS study 

There has been no large interventional study in STS partly due to the complexities of multiple 
histologies and failure of recent studies showing no benefit of additional targeted agents to 
standard chemotherapy. The challenge in this group in managing a heterogeneous population 
with diverse treatments for different sub-types, and with small numbers in each of these groups, 
is to investigate new therapeutic interventions in randomised studies without combining many 
histotypes.  Furthermore, more knowledge is required on their biology with predictive 
biomarkers to further hypothesise therapeutic studies. There remain many unanswered 
questions. These are highlighted in the STS Subgroup report.  

As part of our strategy day we discussed a prospective study with specific questions as above 
collecting biological material and paired clinical data. We also have the opportunity of working 
with a similar study in limited centres already funded by CRUK international accelerator grant, 
thereby allowing access for all patients, regardless of their age, into this study. 
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Develop new trials with both interventional and non-interventional arms and allow 
as many patients with sarcoma to enter data into studies  
 
INTER EWING-1 
 
The International clinical research programme to improve outcomes in newly diagnosed Ewing 
Sarcoma – Trial 1 (INTER-EWING-1) will be a comprehensive clinical research programme in all 
newly diagnosed ES. It has been developed by the Euro Ewing Consortium (EEC) along with 
colleagues from the Australian & New Zealand Children’s Haematology/Oncology Group 
(ANZCHOG) and is being led from the UK, building on the success of the Euro Ewing 2012 trial. The 
INTER-EWING-1 trial includes multiple randomised questions at different stages in the treatment 
pathway in a phase III study with four principal aims. It is at the final stage for review by CRUK for 
funding with positive reviews so far. 12 

Further details on this is provided in the Subgroup reports below. 

 
Development of a surgical study for (all) STS patients with multiple arms and sequential 
randomisations  
 
Another key strategy is surgical studies which was one of the themes of our strategy day in 
November 2020. Three surgical studies were presented which have been combined into the 
Multi-Arm Sarcoma Surgery (MASS) trial with three randomised questions - Peri-operative 
therapies with Cox inhibitor/β blocker to reduce metastatic rate, SarcoSIGHT assessing 
fluorescence guided surgery to reduce positive surgical margins, and  SUNstudy assessing 
negative pressure dressings to reduce wound complications. This working group are exploring 
the design and funding of the study with the with Cancer Clinical Trials Unit, Scotland (CaCTUS;  
http://www.cactusonline.org.uk/eng.php).  The sarcoSIGHT arm of the trial has already been 
submitted to NIHR for funding which will not preclude further funding applications for the whole 
trial going forwards with this MAMS design.  
 
Integrating PROMs/QoL into all sarcoma studies in particular sarcoma specific tools 
developed in the UK 
 
Another focus of our strategy day involving both UK and international experts (e.g. Rachel Taylor 
and Olga Husson, respectively) presenting the various tools validated in sarcoma and being 
validated in the younger age groups - Development of a paediatric version of the Sarcoma 
Assessment Measure (SAM-Paeds): a specific tool for assessing quality of life of children with 
sarcoma. 
 
These tools are included in the opened Far-RMS study, are in the proposed INTER EWING-1 and 
are also part of the osteosarcoma study, ICONIC. They are the primary endpoint in the EORTC 
Tolerance study. 
 
NCRI to arrange a funders meeting (Sarcoma UK, BCRT, CRUK, CwC, Anti-cancer fund) to  
explore the opportunities for collaboration 
 
The NCRI Executive held a Sarcoma Research Funders Roundtable at the beginning of May 2021. 
Outcomes of this meeting are in the middle of being finalised. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cactusonline.org.uk/eng.php
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Adult Soft Tissue Sarcoma (STS) Subgroup (Chair, Dr Aisha Miah) 
 
The following strategic objectives were set by the STS Subgroup in 2019/2020 and continued 
through this reporting year 2020-2021: 

1. Research mapping for systemic therapy, radiotherapy and surgery to determine 
current trial activity in the UK 

On performing a brief review of the research activity across the UK, it transpired there are many 
research active sites in soft tissue sarcoma but the recording and reporting of trial activity within 
the NIHR trials portfolio was inconsistent.  

2. Translational workshop undertaken to improve collaborative network across UK 

Dr Paul Huang was awarded a Sarcoma UK grant to set up a basic science and translational 
research workshop. This inaugural event was held in November 2019.  

3. Focus areas embedding parallel biological studies and incorporating analysis from the 
whole genome sequencing proposed for STS: 

 
a. Early diagnosis 
b. Treatment of local disease 
c. Treatment of metastatic disease 

The Subgroup continues to strive to develop an overarching study to determine predictive 
biomarkers on the development of metastatic disease. This continues to be challenging as STS 
addresses a heterogeneous group of histological subtypes receiving different treatments.  

Outcomes from the Sarcoma Strategy Day (November 2020):  

1. Develop a clinical study to determine predictive biomarkers following a prospective 
cohort of patients with newly diagnosed STS. 

 
a. Does early diagnosis impact on survival? 
b. Is there a survival benefit in patients received neoadjuvant chemotherapy in specific 

STS histological subtypes, what is the variability in practice in the UK? 
c. Are there predictors (biomarkers- imaging and/or molecular) for development of 

early metastatic disease (within 2 years of diagnosis)? 
d. Are there biomarkers to distinguish between development of oligometastatic and 

classical metastatic disease?  
e. Do local ablative therapy interventions improve median survival in oligometastatic 

and classical metastatic disease compared to historical controls? 
 

2. There is an opportunity to develop a collaborative project with the recently funded 
CRUK Sarcoma Accelerator Award. Preliminary discussions have allowed the 
development of the above proposal to work with members of the Sarcoma Accelerator 
Award. 
 

3. Develop task and finish working groups for the above clinical study proposal.  

Trial portfolio 

1. GIST studies 
2. Systemic therapies 
3. Surgical studies 
4. Radiotherapy studies 
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Highlights 

1. STRASS I 
Preoperative radiotherapy plus surgery versus surgery alone for patients with primary 
retroperitoneal sarcoma (EORTC-62092: STRASS): a multicentre, open-label, randomised, 
phase 3 trial. 
Bonvalot S, Gronchi A, Le Péchoux C, Swallow CJ, Strauss D, Meeus P, van Coevorden F, 
Stoldt S, Stoeckle E, Rutkowski P, Rastrelli M, Raut CP, Hompes D, De Paoli A, Sangalli C, 
Honoré C, Chung P, Miah A, Blay JY, Fiore M, Stelmes JJ, Dei Tos AP, Baldini EH, Litière S, 
Marreaud S, Gelderblom H, Haas RL. 
Lancet Oncol. 2020 Oct;21(10):1366-1377 
 

2. Phase 2 study of anastrozole in patients with estrogen receptor/progesterone receptor 
positive recurrent low-grade endometrial stromal sarcomas: The PARAGON trial (ANZGOG 
0903). 
Friedlander M, Benson C, O'Connell RL, Reed N, Clamp A, Lord R, Millan D, Nottley S, Amant 
F, Steer C, Anand A, Mileshkin L, Beale P, Banerjee S, Bradshaw N, Kelly C, Carty K, Divers L, 
Alexander L, Edmondson R. 
Gynecol Oncol. 2021 Apr;161(1):160-165. 
 

3. Ripretinib in patients with advanced gastrointestinal stromal tumours (INVICTUS): a 
double-blind, randomised, placebo-controlled, phase 3 trial. 
Blay JY, Serrano C, Heinrich MC, Zalcberg J, Bauer S, Gelderblom H, Schöffski P, Jones RL, 
Attia S, D'Amato G, Chi P, Reichardt P, Meade J, Shi K, Ruiz-Soto R, George S, von Mehren 
M. 
Lancet Oncol. 2020 Jul;21(7):923-934.  
 

4. Effect of Doxorubicin Plus Olaratumab vs Doxorubicin Plus Placebo on Survival in Patients 
With Advanced Soft Tissue Sarcomas: The ANNOUNCE Randomized Clinical Trial. 
Tap WD, Wagner AJ, Schöffski P, Martin-Broto J, Krarup-Hansen A, Ganjoo KN, Yen CC, 
Abdul Razak AR, Spira A, Kawai A, Le Cesne A, Van Tine BA, Naito Y, Park SH, Fedenko A, 
Pápai Z, Soldatenkova V, Shahir A, Mo G, Wright J, Jones RL; ANNOUNCE Investigators. 
JAMA. 2020 Apr 7;323(13):1266-1276.  
 

5. Tazemetostat in advanced epithelioid sarcoma with loss of INI1/SMARCB1: an international, 
open-label, phase 2 basket study. 
Gounder M, Schöffski P, Jones RL, Agulnik M, Cote GM, Villalobos VM, Attia S, Chugh R, Chen 
TW, Jahan T, Loggers ET, Gupta A, Italiano A, Demetri GD, Ratan R, Davis LE, Mir O, Dileo P, 
Van Tine BA, Pressey JG, Lingaraj T, Rajarethinam A, Sierra L, Agarwal S, Stacchiotti S. 
Lancet Oncol. 2020 Nov;21(11):1423-1432. 
 

6. Avapritinib in advanced PDGFRA D842V-mutant gastrointestinal stromal tumour 
(NAVIGATOR): a multicentre, open-label, phase 1 trial. 
Heinrich MC, Jones RL, von Mehren M, Schöffski P, Serrano C, Kang YK, Cassier PA, Mir O, 
Eskens F, Tap WD, Rutkowski P, Chawla SP, Trent J, Tugnait M, Evans EK, Lauz T, Zhou T, 
Roche M, Wolf BB, Bauer S, George S. 
Lancet Oncol. 2020 Jul;21(7):935-946 

Challenges 

1. Developing collaboration with industry partners.  
2. Collaboration and engagement in basket studies (with more common tumour groups) as 

an access to novel agents.  
3. Funding of primarily academic studies.  
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Bone Tumour Subgroup (Chair, Dr Sandra Strauss) 
 

Develop studies in bone sarcoma through wide engagement, including involvement with 
charitable partners and national collaboration   

The ICONIC study, developed through the Bone Subgroup, has progressed very well despite 
some delays due to COVID-19.  The study is open in 22 centres across the UK including paediatric, 
TYA, adult and surgical centres. To date, 95 patients have been recruited, with recruitment now 
exceeding the target of 5 patients per month.  Stage 1 is nearing completion with a funding 
review pending in July 2021 to determine funding for stage 2. The study has met the majority of 
feasibility objectives including entry of patients into a SAM which is a sarcoma-specific PROM 
and a study examining delays in diagnosis.  

Proposal for an IMP study combining a TKI with standard chemotherapy for newly diagnosed 
patients with a poor prognosis is under development and reviewed / approved at the NCRI 
Sarcoma Proposal Guidance meeting on 26th May 2021. 

Develop studies where there were none, for osteosarcoma and chondrosarcoma  

In osteosarcoma this has been realised as described above. A study for chondrosarcoma has 
been strategized to align with the priority set for development of a surgical study, as was 
discussed at the sarcoma strategy day. Dr Rankin has developed a proposal, SarcoSIGHT, with an 
application for funding under review. A follow up study to the detection of IDH mutations in 
blood of chondrosarcoma led by Prof Flanagan has been discussed, pending the results of the 
study, which are imminent. A task and finishing group has been proposed to develop this further 
over 2021-2022.  

Promote national collaboration in the development and delivery of studies  

This continues with multidisciplinary input to the Bone Subgroup and development of surgical 
studies across surgical centres.   

Development of phase Ib aligned to the InterEwings1 and rEECur studies have been developed 
with national collaborative input. The ICONIC study has had excellent engagement across 
paediatric, TYA and adult oncology and surgical centres, to develop and deliver the study, with 
opportunity for development of “add on” or ancillary studies under consideration pending 
confirmation of continued funding. This has enhanced engagement with the UK bone sarcoma 
scientific community, which will add value and further benefit osteosarcoma patients. 

Develop the next European Ewing Study 

This has progressed well with funding under review by CRUK. This has a UK CI (Prof Brennan) as 
well as members on the TMG (including Dr Strauss as chair of the EEC -executive committee) 
and Dr Seddon who co-led the development of the radiotherapy arms. 

rEECur: International Randomised Controlled Trial of Chemotherapy for the Treatment of 
Recurrent and Primary Refractory ES - further presentation at ASCO 2020 and dropping of 2 
further arms – IT and TC, and the introduction of a third arm carboplatin etoposide. A phase Ib 
study has been developed for the addition of lenvatinib to the relapsed arms to develop a further 
new arm for rEECur. Funding was awarded in March 2021 by CRUK to continue this study. 

Additional Strategy for 2021-2022: 

Promote international collaboration for the development of osteosarcoma studies 

Promote and work collaboratively with European bone sarcoma groups to develop a European 
osteosarcoma consortium.   
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Challenges:  

• Engagement with industry to progress osteosarcoma IMP that includes a TKI. 
• Limited funding opportunities. 

 
Young Onset Soft Tissue Sarcoma (YOSS) Subgroup (Chair, Dr Henry 
Mandeville) 

Open a first line study in Rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS) across all ages in UK centres and 
European centres and build in current relapse studies in RMS using VIT as the new standard 
of care 

FaR-RMS: An overarching study for children and adults with localised and metastatic Frontline 
and Relapsed Rhabdomyosarcoma. This study opened in September 2020 and is currently open 
to recruitment across the UK, Europe, Israel and Australasia, with around 40 patients so far.  

• The radiotherapy, and maintenance chemotherapy, randomisations are open and have 
recruited, as the phase 1b study of IrIVA as frontline chemotherapy.   

• The phase II/ III component for relapsed rhabdomyosarcoma, VIr Rego vs VIrT, has been 
approved by Bayer and contract with Birmingham CRCTU agreed; this will open in Q4 
2021. 

Other important aspects to the study include: 

• Heath Related Quality of Life (HRQoL) for the Preoperative/ postoperative and 
metatastatic radiotherapy randomisations. A UK specific study (CI: Dr M. Adams), open 
and recruiting at 2 centres, is evaluating a paediatric sarcoma specific QoL questionnaire, 
SAM-Paeds; it is being considered for inclusion for additional QoL questions in FaR-RMS. 

• Biological studies: recent protocol amendment clarifies biological specimen collection. 
FaR-RMS is prospectively validating the use of PAX-FOXO1 fusion gene status instead of 
histological subtyping for risk stratification. A virtual Biobank has been established across 
countries participating in FaR-RMS. Additional biomarker work has been funded by Bayer 
for the new Relapse randomisation. Awaiting outcome of funding application to Fight 
Kids Cancer to support Liquid biopsy and PDX work. 

• Imaging biomarkers: FDG-PET and DWI- MRI imaging substudies are open to 
recruitment, with centralised imaging storage using the Keosys platform in collaboration 
with the SIOPe- EORTC QUARTET project. 

• Prospective Radiotherapy Quality Assurance: has commenced for all study patients being 
treated with radiotherapy using QUARTET, prioritising those in randomised questions. 

To develop an all age European study in specific STSs which occurs in paediatric, TYA and 
adult age group e.g. synovial sarcoma, malignant peripheral nerve sheath tumour (MPNST), 
leiomyosarcoma and liposarcoma 

EpSSG MYKIDs study - molecular identity card for kids, adolescent and young adults with non-
rhabdomyosarcomas soft tissue sarcoma (NRSTS) (non- interventional). 

• This study aims to coordinate and collect clinical, pathological and biological data on 
paediatric and adolescents and young adults (AYA) (age < 30 years) affected by these very 
rare entities in Europe, within the framework of the European Paediatric Soft tissue 
sarcoma Study Group (EpSSG).  

• The main objectives are to examine the role of biology in predicting outcome (histologic 
grading, CINSARC, genomic index) [group A] and better characterize undifferentiated 
entities [groups A and B]. Additional aims are to provide an integrated central pathology 
review with molecular profiling, for the diagnosis of all NRSTS in Europe.  
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• Central funding for the study sponsor in Utrecht and transport of specimens has been 
secured; the final protocol is expected in Q3 2021. 

• Looking to secure funding to open this important EpSSG collaborative project in the UK. 
One possible option being explored with the Glasgow CTU (CaCTUS) is to establish an All 
ages STS study, from which data could contribute to MYKIDS. 

Build on the outcomes of other rare sarcomas from the NRSTS 2005 study to develop further 
clinical trials, specifically Rhabdoid tumours at all sites, and Desmoids  

• DESMOVER (EpSSG) (interventional). Multicentre prospective randomized Phase II trial 
evaluating the efficacy and safety of oral methotrexate-vinorelbine versus methotrexate-
vinblastine in children and young adults with progressive desmoid tumour. Protocol 
being finalised and discussing options for funding. 

• A multi-centre, open-label, randomized, phase Ib/II dose-finding study of EZH2 inhibitor 
Tazemetostat in paediatric, teenagers and young adult subjects with malignant rhabdoid 
tumours at any site at diagnosis in combination with backbone chemotherapy 
(vincristine, doxorubicin, cyclophosphamide – VDC – and ifosfamide, etoposide – IE). 
Ongoing discussions with Epizyme (pharma). 

• HR-NRSTS. EpSSG proposal to explore randomised interventional study with Regorafenib 
(or other MTI) in combination with ifosfamide, doxorubicin plus local control, after initial 
Phase Ib. Still in concept stage.  

To embed biological studies, biomarkers and novel targets into clinical trial portfolio 

This is being achieved in FaR-RMS as above and is a central component of MYKIDs as above. 

Increase the TYA population in sarcoma studies 

This has been achieved by extending the upper age range for study entry in the open FaR-RMS, 
and future MYKIDS and DESMOVER, and will be supported for all other future studies, wherever 
possible. 

 
4. Cross-cutting research  

The International clinical research programme to improve outcomes in newly diagnosed Ewing 
Sarcoma – Trial 1 (INTER-EWING-1) will be a comprehensive clinical research programme in all 
newly diagnosed ES. The WP lead for the radiotherapy questions, who is also a member of 
CTRad, presented the research questions to this Group for their input and feedback.  
They expressed their support and felt they were important questions to optimise radiotherapy 
optimisation in ES which had not been has not been addressed as there is wide variation in 
practice. It is an important opportunity to improve outcomes. 
 



  
 

 
 
 

5. Funding applications in last year   
 

Table 1 Funding submissions in the reporting year 
 
Study  Committee & 

application type 
CI Outcome Level of Group input Funding amount 

Cancer Research UK* 
March 2021 
A randomized phase III study of 
neoadjuvant chemotherapy 
followed by surgery versus surgery 
alone for patients with 
High Risk RetroPeritoneal Sarcoma 
(STRASS 2) 

CRUK CRC late 
phase grant 

Dirk Strauss Funded Members will be PIs – 
approved application 
to CRUK. 

£20, 975 

rEECur: International Randomised 
Controlled Trial of Chemotherapy 
for the Treatment of Recurrent and 
Primary Refractory Ewing Sarcoma 
March 2021 

CRUK CRC late 
phase grant 

Martin Mccabe  
Keith wheatley 

Funded Devised study, CI 
Bone Subgroup and 
PIS will be many of 
the members. 

£850,305.48 

The International clinical research 
programme to improve outcomes 
in newly diagnosed Ewing Sarcoma 
– Trial 1 (INTER-EWING-1) 
 
July 2021 

Clinical Trial Award  
Late phase 

Bernadette 
Brennan 
Pam Kearns 

Awaited Devised study, CI 
NCRI Chair and Bone 
Subgroup member 
and PIS will be many 
of the members. 

£3,113,426.25 

December 2020 
International clinical research 
programme to improve outcomes 
in newly diagnosed Ewing Sarcoma 
– Trial 1 (INTER-EWING-1) 
 

Clinical Trial Award - 
Outline New 
 

Professor 
Bernadette 
Brennan 
 

Full application 
invited 
 

Devised study, CI 
NCRI Chair and Bone 
Subgroup member 
and PIS will be many 
of the members. 

£3,113,426.25 

Other committees**   
Study  Committee & 

application type 
CI Outcome Level of Group input Funding amount 

CO-LENVA: A multi-centre, open-
label, non-randomised phase Ib 
study of the toxicity and safety of 

FIGHT KIDS 
CANCER 

Martin Mccabe Awaited  Devised study, CI 
Bone Subgroup and 

€1,388,950.93 
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the Combination of LENVAtinib 
with the chemotherapy regimens 
topoten-cyclophosphamide, 
carboplatin-etoposide and 
ifosfamide in children and young 
adults with recurrent or refractory 
solid tumours. 
March 2021` 

 early phase trial 
award 

PIS will be many of 
the members. 

Phase Ib study of the combination 
of regorafenib with conventional 
chemotherapy for the treatment of 
newly diagnosed patients with 
multimetastatic Ewing sarcoma  
(REGO_INTER-EWING-1) 
March 2021 

FIGHT KIDS 
CANCER 
 early phase trial 
award 

Bernadette 
Brennan 
Pablo Berlanga 

Awaited Devised study, CI 
NCRI Chair and Bone 
Subgroup member 
and PIS will be many 
of the members. 

€784,000  

A randomized phase III study of 
neoadjuvant chemotherapy 
followed by surgery versus surgery 
alone for patients with 
High Risk RetroPeritoneal Sarcoma 
(STRASS 2) 

Sarcoma UK Dirk Strauss Funded Members will be PIs – 
approved application 
to CRUK. 

£50,000 

 
*CRUK CRC applications for table 1 completed by NCRI Executive.  
**Other applications in the table to be completed by Group Chair 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

6. Consumer involvement 

 
Terry Weldon 
 
Terry Weldon is a member of the Sarcoma Group, STS Subgroup, NCRI Consumer Forum as well 
as GIST Cancer UK. He has attended all Sarcoma Research Group meetings within this reporting 
year, as well as the Sarcoma Group Strategy day on 27th November 2020. Some major activities to 
note are: 
 
• Attended several Consumer Forum meetings, including one in which he presented a short 

report on an NHS Round Table on “Cancer research and LGBTQ people”. 
• Joined an online patient information day with GIST Cancer UK 
• Joined the online annual “New Horizons” international GIST patients’ conference 
• Joined the online annual SPAEN (Sarcoma Patients Euronet) sarcoma conference 
• Joined several further online GIST and sarcoma webinars  
 

In addition, he has recently become involved as a patient representative in two UCLH studies - 
one looking at fears of recurrence in sarcoma patients, and one on COVID-19 antibodies 
(PROVENT).  

 
 
Consumer representatives Tara Boyle and Linda Galbraith were newly appointed to the Sarcoma 
Group this year. Although they were not required to provide reports, Linda has chosen to write 
about her experience so far: 
 
 
Linda Galbraith 
 
In February, I joined the Sarcoma Group as a Consumer.  Already, joining NCRI has resulted in 
other opportunities, joining ILAP and the Cov-Pall Connect project. 
 
I am also a member of an ethics committee and have enjoyed the steep learning curve that has 
involved.  Here, I focus mainly on consent and safeguarding issues, as well as participant facing 
documents. 
 
I have recently been appointed to the new PPI Oversight group for the West of Scotland CRUK 
CTU.  We have drawn up our terms of reference – to oversee and quality assure the PPI work 
carried out by the CTU. 
 
I was also approached last year to join the Strategic Group of the RadNet project in Scotland, a 
multidisciplinary research programme to improve outcomes for patients with cancers of unmet 
need and poor prognosis through radiotherapy. As a head and neck patient who had a 
fibrosarcoma, I can relate to that!  As the only Consumer, I have carried out presentations to 
potential Consumers, researchers and clinicians. There has never been an appropriate trial that I 
could participate in, but at last, I have found my cancer type home!  
 
My first Sarcoma Proposal Guidance meeting is next week. This offers me significant change, as 
the CTU policy in Glasgow allows only patients who have experienced a specific form of cancer to 
provide PPI for that relevant trial. It’s been a long running joke that there’s never been an 
appropriate trial that I could participate in, however, at last I have hopefully found my place! 
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7. Collaborative partnership studies with industry 

We have collaborated with Bayer to access regorafenib both for Far RMS- fully funded phase Ib in 
relapsed RMS to obtain PIP by Bayer and INTER EWING-1 free drug supply. 
 
In rEECUR we have obtained lenvatanib – free drug from Eisai for phase Ib study. 
 

 
8. Priorities and challenges for the forthcoming year 

 
Priority 
 
Development of an STS study – see appropriate sections in the report regarding our plans 
to address this, in particular linking into the Biological CRUK Accelerator study in STS 
which has similar aims but in a limited number of centres in the UK. 
 
Challenge 
 
Funding our strategy both those studies awaiting a decision, and studies in planning. The 
key here is making the studies as fundable as possible and relevant to key funders 
strategy. 
 

 

Professor Bernadette Brennan (Sarcoma Group Chair) 
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Appendix 1 

 

Membership of the Sarcoma Group   
 

Name  Specialism Location 
Dr Laura Forker* Clinical Oncologist  Manchester  
Dr Susanne Andrea Gatz  Clinical Oncologist  Birmingham   
Dr Henry Mandeville  Clinical Oncologist London 
Dr Aisha Miah  Clinical Oncologist  London  
Ms Tara Boyle Consumer Omagh 
Ms Linda Galbraith  Consumer Stirling 
Mr Terry Weldon  Consumer  Haslemere 
Mr Roger Wilson Consumer  Shropshire 
Dr Charlotte Benson  Medical Oncologist  London  
Dr Louise Carter  Medical Oncologist  Manchester  
Dr Sarah Pratap  Medical Oncologist  Oxford  
Dr Sandra Strauss  Medical Oncologist  London 
Dr Han Hsi Wong  Medical Oncologist  Cambridge  
Professor Luc Bidaut  Medical Physicist  Lincoln  
Professor Bernadette 
Brennan (Chair) 

Paediatric Oncologist  Manchester  

Dr Quentin Campbell 
Hewson  

Paediatric Oncologist  Newcastle 

Dr Rachael Windsor  Paediatric Oncologist  London 
Dr Malee Fernando  Pathologist  Sheffield  
Professor Nischalan Pillay Pathologist  London  
Professor Sue Burchill  Scientist  Leeds 
Dr Paul Huang  Scientist   London  
Mr Piers Gaunt  Statistician  Birmingham  
Mr Anant Desai  Surgeon  Birmingham  

Mr Christopher Anthony*  Trainee Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  Yorkshire  

Dr Elizabeth Roundhill*  Translational Science 
Research Fellow  Leeds  

 
 

Consumer Representation 

Name  Location 

Ms Tara Boyle Omagh 

Ms Linda Galbraith  Stirling 

Mr Terry Weldon  Haslemere 

Mr Roger Wilson Shropshire 

  

Trainee Members 
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Name  Specialism Location 

Mr Christopher Anthony Trainee Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  Yorkshire  

Dr Elizabeth Roundhill Translational Science 
Research Fellow  Leeds  

Dr Laura Forker Clinical Oncologist  Manchester  
   

 

Membership of the Subgroups 
 

Adult Soft Tissue Sarcoma Subgroup 
Name Specialism Location 
Dr Aisha Miah (Chair) Clinical Oncologist  London 
Dr Jenny Sherriff Clinical Oncologist  Birmingham  
Dr Laura Forker** Clinical Oncologist  Manchester  
Dr Ioanna Nixon Clinical Oncologist  Glasgow  
Dr Magdalena Meissner  CRUK Clinical Trial Fellow Cardiff 
Dr Alexander Lee** Medical Oncologist  London 
Dr Adam Dangoor** Medical Oncologist  Bristol  
Dr Charlotte Benson  Medical Oncologist  London  
Dr Robin Young  Medical Oncologist  Sheffield  
Dr Mariam Jafri** Medical Oncologist  Birmingham  
Professor Bernadette 
Brennan 

Paediatric Oncologist  Manchester  

Dr Malee Fernando  Pathologist  Sheffield  
Dr Christina Messiou** Radiologist  London 
Dr Paul Huang**  Scientist   London  
Mr Piers Gaunt  Statistician  Birmingham  
Mr Anant Desai  Surgeon  Birmingham  
Mr Craig Gerrand** Surgeon London  

 
 
 
 

Bone Tumour Subgroup 
Name Specialism Location 
Dr Fiona Cowie  Clinical Oncologist  Glasgow  
Dr Sandra Strauss (Chair) Medical Oncologist  London 
Dr Michael Parry Orthopaedic Surgeon Birmingham  
Professor Bernadette 
Brennan 

Paediatric Oncologist  Manchester  

Dr Martin McCabe Paediatric oncologist Manchester 
Dr Suzanne Gatz Paediatric Oncologist Birmingham  
Prof Adrienne Flanagan Pathologist London 
Professor Sue Burchill  Scientist  Leeds 
Ms Harriet Brandford - White Surgeon  Oxford 
Mr Kenneth Rankin Surgeon Newcastle  
Mr Craig Gerrand  Surgeon  London 

Dr Elizabeth Roundhill*  Translational Science 
Research Fellow  Leeds  
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Young Onset Soft Tissue Sarcoma Subgroup   
Name Specialism Location 
Dr Henry Mandeville (Chair) Clinical Oncologist  London  
Dr Aisha Miah  Clinical Oncologist  London  
Dr Palma Dileo  Medical Oncologist  London  
Professor Winette van der 
Graaf  

Medical Oncologist  London 

Dr Katherine Cooper*  Paediatric Oncologist  Liverpool  
Dr Julia Chisholm  Paediatric Medical 

Oncologist  
London  

Dr Madeleine Adams**  Paediatric Oncologist  Cardiff  
Professor Bernadette 
Brennan 

Paediatric Oncologist  Manchester  

Dr Merial Jenney  Paediatric Oncologist  Cardiff  
Dr Susanne Gatz** Paediatric Oncologist Birmingham 
Dr Jennifer Turnbull**  Paediatric Registrar  Oxford  
Dr Anna Kelsey  Pathologist  Manchester  
Dr Kieran McHugh Radiologist  London 
Mr Ross Craigie  Surgeon  Manchester  
Mr Tim Rogers  Surgeon  Bristol  
Dr Janet Shipley  Translational Scientist  London  

 
 
* denotes trainee member 
**denotes non-core member 
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Appendix 2 

 
Sarcoma Group & Subgroup Strategies – 2020-2021 
 
Strategic priorities 
 

1. Improve funding opportunities by collaboration with Cancer and sarcoma specific 
funding organisations/charities  

2. Increase the number of trials available for sarcoma patients in the UK especially the 
development of a study soft tissue sarcomas which all UK patients can access 

3. The development of a surgical study for (all) STS patients with multiple arms and 
sequential randomisations   

4. Integrating PROMs/QoL into all sarcoma studies in particular sarcoma specific PROMS 
tools developed in the UK 
 

Planned implementation and progress- following on from the strategy day  
 
Funders collaborations 

• NCRI to arrange a funders meeting (Sarcoma UK, BCRT, CRUK, CwC, Anti-cancer fund) to 
explore the opportunities for collaboration – an appetite for collaboration was apparent, 
but around what was less clear – progress highlighted in Section 3 of the report.  

• Ideal outcome would be to identify and agree a single area to collaborate on as a 
starting point- so might involve different combinations as funders – 2 areas - STS study 
and also we have started to think about OS study – with an IMP intervention – so BCRT 
and say CwC. 

 
Development of an STS study   

• NCRI to connect the study development team with others running this type of platform 
trial e.g. brain matrix, precision panc, lung matrix, etc.  Invite relevant individuals to 
present at future meetings.  

• The STS Group to build on the discussions at the strategy day to further develop an STS 
study. Volunteers for the protocol development group were Aisha Miah, Susanne Gatz, 
Pan Pantziarka, Janet Shipley and Sarah Pratap. PPI, funders and the wider paediatric 
community to be included at an early stage of development.  

• Proposed timelines:  
• General synopsis and discussions with Sarcoma UK to take place before end of the 

year - done   
• Hold a planning meeting early in 2021 – a priority - date for 09/2/21 – done  
• The study development team to come up with proposals for each theme by end of 

March 2021 – work in progress. 
• Positive outcomes of meetings with the PIs of the CRUK Accelerator study in STS- 

Improving neoadjuvant therapy in high-risk sarcoma-working in parallel to their 
study re CTU and biological questions. 

• In the new RG model, we envisage that STS will require the set-up of a Working 
Group/T&F Group. 

 
INTER EWING-1 
The INTER-EWING-1 trial includes multiple randomised questions at different stages in the 
treatment pathway in a phase III study with four principal aims. It is at the final stage for review 
by CRUK for funding with so far positive reviews. Decision July 2021. Separate application for 
funding gone to Fight KIDS Cancer for phase Ib component –Decision May 2021. 

 
Osteosarcoma   
The ICONIC study is funded, but there is a need to change the standard of care for these patients, 
and elderly patients do particularly badly (elderly patients was a theme that emerged at the April 
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2018 QQR) so consideration needs to be given to how we take forwards this area of research.  
ICONIC was proposed as a platform study to launch interventional therapeutic studies in OS and 
hence plans are under way to do this with a proposal in for discussion at the NCRI Sarcoma 
Proposal Guidance Meeting  
 
This working group are exploring the design and funding of the study with the Cancer Clinical 
Trials Unit, Scotland (CaCTUS http://www.cactusonline.org.uk/eng.php).  The sarcoSIGHT arm of 
the trial has already been submitted for NIHR funding which will not preclude further funding 
applications for the whole trial going forwards with this MAMS design. 
 

• NCRI to arrange a follow up meeting for the surgeons to further discuss/agree how best 
to bring together the individual study ideas that were presented at the strategy day and 
to navigate the timing issues relating to submission deadlines.  

• Bernadette to follow up to see where this has got to and whether any support from the 
NCRI is required – done - going to start with attending a MAMS clinic re statistical 
models. 

 
PROMs/QoL 

• Every study going forward should have an integrated appropriate PROMs/QoL 
element. – examples FaRRMS, INTEREWING-1 and ICONIC 

• Familiarise ourselves with and implement international guidance and sarcoma specific 
definitive measures (when they become available).  

• Continue to engage with experts, UK (e.g. Rachel Taylor) and international (e.g. 
Olga Husson), be that by asking for advice as required or by involving them in the Group 
activities more directly  

 
Other topics discussed at the Strategy day but not formally part of the strategy currently 
 
The use of imaging in research (not discussed at the strategy day, but raised at the Sarcoma 
Group meeting the day before)   

• Further explore the issue to be addressed with regards to imaging and to agree 
appropriate next steps. 

• Bernadette to contact Luc Bidaut to explore this area of work and to scope any possible 
areas of focus and potential next steps. 

• Possibility of involvement with NPIC (one of 5 Innovate UK funded digital 
imaging/pathology studies) – to be explored.  

 
Screening, Prevention and Early Diagnosis   

• NCRI to explore with Sarcoma UK their interest in SPED and therefore what the Group 
could do in this space (Nicola Keat and Ian Lewis met with Sorrel Bickley from Sarcoma 
UK in mid-Jan 2021 – a recent Sarcoma UK survey identified Early Diagnosis as a priority 
area for patients and therefore Sarcoma UK is keen to address this area currently lacking 
investment and is keen to work with the NCRI as our thoughts and ideas progress).  

• Possible opportunity for an ECR project – describing the landscape/pathway for how STS 
patients present with disease (survey). 

• Early Diagnosis meeting to explore opportunities in this space pulling in all the 
appropriate experts (can involve internationals) and funders.   

 
Consent   

• Tissue consent is broader than Sarcoma, so seems perhaps most appropriate for this to 
sit with CM-Path and allow them to engage with and act on behalf of the site-specific 
RG’s.   

• General information for reference   
 The Issue With Tissue report: https://md.catapult.org.uk/resources/the-issue-with-

tissue/  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__md.catapult.org.uk_resources_the-2Dissue-2Dwith-2Dtissue_%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DbMxC-A1upgdsx4J2OmDkk2Eep4PyO1BA6pjHrrW-ii0%26r%3D4vn7bXR21wwTKkbfHnXA5HckElNLA3nPfi77wm9RbsA%26m%3DYd8MKqok1REboXTXdDpjHUFIOwNyCHJAgbeu7WnsD34%26s%3DnXbaCC_g9oEicqXVDxxCxqxTn_flfaoTCIUGnL8VhhM%26e%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cnicola.keat%40ncri.org.uk%7C7aa09f661e2c4782a99608d8c78ec01f%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C1%7C0%7C637478763237631966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=52EvPMSMdXn%2BxQ%2F%2BkrAWCsZ5aFBeL%2FNKFMRJfxGP8wA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__md.catapult.org.uk_resources_the-2Dissue-2Dwith-2Dtissue_%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DbMxC-A1upgdsx4J2OmDkk2Eep4PyO1BA6pjHrrW-ii0%26r%3D4vn7bXR21wwTKkbfHnXA5HckElNLA3nPfi77wm9RbsA%26m%3DYd8MKqok1REboXTXdDpjHUFIOwNyCHJAgbeu7WnsD34%26s%3DnXbaCC_g9oEicqXVDxxCxqxTn_flfaoTCIUGnL8VhhM%26e%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cnicola.keat%40ncri.org.uk%7C7aa09f661e2c4782a99608d8c78ec01f%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C1%7C0%7C637478763237631966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=52EvPMSMdXn%2BxQ%2F%2BkrAWCsZ5aFBeL%2FNKFMRJfxGP8wA%3D&reserved=0
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 Could engage directly with the UKCRC Tissue Directory and Coordination 
Centre: https://biobankinguk.org/.   

Website   
• Explore the requirements for the Sarcoma Group website (taking into account other 

sources of information that are also available and resource within the NCRI Exec).  
  
  
Subgroup Strategic Objectives  
 
Bone Tumour Subgroup Strategy  
 

1. Develop studies in bone sarcoma through wide engagement, including involvement 
with charitable partners and national collaboration  

2. Develop studies where there were none, for osteosarcoma and chondrosarcoma 
3. Develop the next European Ewing Study 
4. Promote international collaboration for the development of OS studies 

 
YOSS Subgroup Strategy 
 

1. To open a first line study in Rhabdomyosarcoma across all ages in paediatric, TYA and 
adult sites in UK, Europe and other countries who are part of the EpSSG 

2. To build on current relapse studies in RMS using VIT as the new standard of care- this 
strategic aim is incorporated into the FaR-RMS study 

3. To develop an all age European study in specific soft tissue which occur in paediatric, 
TYA and adult age group e.g. Synovial Sarcoma, MPNST, leiomyosarcoma and 
liposarcoma. 

4. To build on the outcomes of other rare sarcomas from the NRSTS study to develop 
further clinical trials specifically Rhabdoid tumours at all anatomical sites. 

5. To embed biological studies, biomarkers and novel targets into clinical trial portfolio 
6. To open a prospective cohort study with a biological question that may be useful for all 

the NRSTS subtypes in particular those which mainly occur in the paediatric age group. 
7. To increase the TYA population in sarcoma studies. 

 
STS Subgroup Strategy 
 

1. Research mapping for systemic therapy, radiotherapy and surgery to determine current 
trial activity in the UK. 

2. Translational workshop undertaken to improve collaborative network across UK. 
3. Focus areas embedding parallel biological studies and incorporating analysis from the 

whole genome sequencing proposed for soft tissue sarcomas: 
4. Develop a clinical study to determine predictive biomarkers following a prospective 

cohort of patients with newly diagnosed STS. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__biobankinguk.org_%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DbMxC-A1upgdsx4J2OmDkk2Eep4PyO1BA6pjHrrW-ii0%26r%3D4vn7bXR21wwTKkbfHnXA5HckElNLA3nPfi77wm9RbsA%26m%3DYd8MKqok1REboXTXdDpjHUFIOwNyCHJAgbeu7WnsD34%26s%3D1n5HFbyCDUxEsw5Ezl4EdpfQjJ74m1dHPFsURmdwmPA%26e%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cnicola.keat%40ncri.org.uk%7C7aa09f661e2c4782a99608d8c78ec01f%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C1%7C0%7C637478763237641921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=85w5ECgoMGJtL3YcBkFFaSJcS8dKq1yaiTZ0FFqbcAk%3D&reserved=0


  
 

 
 
 

Appendix 3 

Top 5 publications in the reporting year 
 

Trial name & publication reference Impact of the trial CSG involvement in the trial 
1. Anderton J, Moroz V, Marec-Bérard P, 

Gaspar N, Laurence V, Martín-Broto J, 
Sastre A, Gelderblom H, Owens C, 
Kaiser S, Fernández-Pinto M, Fenwick 
N, Evans A, Strauss S, Whelan J, 
Wheatley K, Brennan B. International 
randomised controlled trial for the 
treatment of newly diagnosed EWING 
sarcoma family of tumours - EURO 
EWING 2012 Protocol. Trials. 2020; 
21(1):96.  

 

This trial has changed the International 
standard of chemotherapy for newly 
diagnosed Ewing sarcoma – now VDC/IE 
the experimental arm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bernadette Brennan CI and trial design, 
Research Group Chair.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Ferrari A, Merks JHM, Chisholm JC, 
Orbach D, Brennan B et al. Outcomes 
of metastatic non-rhabdomyosarcoma 
soft tissue sarcomas (NRSTS) treated 
within the BERNIE study: a 
randomised, phase II study evaluating 
the addition of bevacizumab to 
chemotherapy. Eur J Cancer. 
2020;130:72-80. 

First randomised trial in paediatric NRTST 
unfortunately showing no benefit for 
bevacizumab. 
 

Bernadette Brennan CI and trial design, 
Research Group Chair.  
 

3. STRASS .Preoperative radiotherapy 
plus surgery versus surgery alone for 
patients with primary retroperitoneal 
sarcoma (EORTC-62092: STRASS): a 
multicentre, open-label, randomised, 
phase 3 trial. 

First randomised trial for radiotherapy in 
retroperitoneal sarcoma showing no benefit 
for pre-operative radiotherapy. 

UK PI Aisha Miah, Chair of the STS Subgroup 
and involved in the trial development. 
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Bonvalot S, Gronchi A, Le Péchoux 
C, Swallow CJ, Strauss D, Meeus P, 
van Coevorden F, Stoldt S, Stoeckle 
E, Rutkowski P, Rastrelli M, Raut 
CP, Hompes D, De Paoli A, Sangalli 
C, Honoré C, Chung P, Miah A, Blay 
JY, Fiore M, Stelmes JJ, Dei Tos AP, 
Baldini EH, Litière S, Marreaud S, 
Gelderblom H, Haas RL. 

Lancet Oncol. 2020 Oct;21(10):1366-
1377 

4. Embryonal rhabdomyosarcoma 
completely resected at diagnosis: The 
European paediatric Soft tissue 
sarcoma Study Group RMS2005 
experience. 

Bergeron C, Jenney M, De Corti F, 
Gallego S, Merks H, Glosli H, Ferrari 
A, Ranchère-Vince D, De Salvo GL, 
Zanetti I, Chisholm J, Minard-Colin 
V, Rogers T, Bisogno G; European 
paediatric Soft tissue sarcoma 
Study Group (EpSSG). 

Eur J Cancer. 2021 Mar;146:21-29.   

This study demonstrated the ability to 
reduce or omit alkylating agents in low risk 
RMS with excellent outcomes. 

UK CI and many of the UK PIs member of 
YOSS and main Research Group. 

5. SARC025 arms 1 and 2: A phase 1 study 
of the poly(ADP-ribose) polymerase 
inhibitor niraparib with temozolomide 
or irinotecan in patients with advanced 
Ewing sarcoma 

This study demonstrated a role for a new 
agent in ES in the relapse setting leading to 
a further  study of niraparib in the relapsed 
setting with both chemotherapy agents. 

Sandra Strauss is a Bone Subgroup Chair and 
devised the study. 
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Rashmi Chugh 1, Karla V Ballman 2, 
Lee J Helman 3, Shreyaskumar 
Patel 4, Jeremy S Whelan 5, 
Brigitte Widemann 6, Yao Lu 2, 
Douglas S Hawkins 7, Leo 
Mascarenhas 3, John W Glod 6, 
Jiuping Ji 8, Yiping Zhang 8, Denise 
Reinke 9, Sandra J Strauss 5 10 

Cancer. 2021 Apr 15;127(8):1301-1310 
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Appendix 4 

Recruitment to the NIHR portfolio 
 
Summary of patient recruitment by Interventional/Non-interventional and number of studies 
opened/closed. 

Year All participants Cancer patients only* Number of 
studies 

Non-
interventional 

Interventional Non-
interventional 

Interventional 
Opened Closed 

2016/17 221 223 221 223 6 7 
2017/18 346 225 346 225 12 5 
2018/19 572 162 572 162 7 11 
2019/20 1095 91 1095 91 8 4 
2020/21 195 88 195 88 6 6 

 
*This data is based on a proxy from CPMS (the NIHR database used to collect patient recruitment 
data) and includes diagnostics, screening and prevention patients.  
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Appendix 5 
 
Annual report feedback 2019-20 
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Appendix 6 

Quinquennial review feedback - 2018 
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